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Have you found a baby squirrel?

If the baby’s eyes are closed, and it moves around on its belly, you can attempt to
reunite it with its mother to give it the best possible chance of survival.

How to reunite a baby squirrel with its mother:

1. Prepare a shallow box to put the baby in by placing a heat source and soft
cloth in the box. You can use a rice sock or water bottle heated up in the
microwave until warm as a heat source. Make sure there is cloth between
the heat source and the baby, or the baby may get burned.

2. Place the baby in a shallow box at the base of the tree, closest to where it
was found. Make sure the box is off the ground so ants can’t get into it (set
it on a chair or nail it to the tree).

3. Play a video of a Baby Squirrel Cry from your phone and place it next to the
box. Quickly go back inside (or back very far away if you are not at home).

4. Leave the video on loop for 15 minutes. After 15 minutes, remove the
phone for 30 minutes. Repeat looping the video for 15 minutes and
removing the phone for 30 minutes.

5. Give the mother four hours to retrieve her young.

6. If after four hours the baby was not retrieved, bring the box inside and
follow the Temporary Care Instructions below.

7. Please call us at 713-468-8972 and leave a voicemail if reuniting fails. We
will schedule you for an appointment as soon as possible.

PLEASE AVOID FEEDING ANY BABY ANIMALS UNLESS YOU ARE A
LICENSED REHABILITATOR.
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Temporary Care Instructions (If reunite fails)

Houston Humane Society Wildlife Center (HHS Wildlife Center) recommends that
you wear gloves or use a cloth barrier when handling wildlife.

1. Prepare an appropriate-sized cardboard box by poking air holes in the top
and placing a soft cloth (T-Shirt, towel, paper towels) in the bottom. DO
NOT put the animal into a plastic bag.

2. Place the animal into the prepared box and tape the box shut. For injured
adults, place the box on its side next to the animal and use a stick, broom,
or rolled-up newspaper to gently push the animal into the box.

3. Do not give the animal any food or liquids. Feeding an animal an incorrect
diet can result in injury or death. In addition, rescued animals can get wet
from liquids and become hypothermic and/or spill food on their
fur/feathers, potentially causing damage.

4. Keep the animal in a warm, dark, quiet place. Darkness makes the animal
feel more secure. If the animal is a baby, the box can be placed half on and
half off a heating pad set on low. If the animal gets too warm it will move to
the other end of the box. Do not place adult animals on a heating pad.

5. Leave the animal alone. Human noise, touch, and eye contact are very
stressful to wild animals and can result in shock or even death. This is
especially important in the case of injured or adult animals.

6. If an animal has been caught by a cat or dog, please call HHS Wildlife Center
immediately at 713-468-8972. Even if wounds are not visible, the animal
needs medical intervention as soon as possible.

7. Keep children and pets away. BE CAREFUL! An animal that is hurt or

frightened may bite.

Call HHS Wildlife Center at 713-468-8972 as soon as possible!
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PLEASE AVOID FEEDING ANY BABY ANIMALS UNLESS YOU ARE A
LICENSED REHABILITATOR.




